Contemplation for
Diaconate Discernment Committee

Scripture Tradition

Exobus 3:1-12 THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT (BCP,page 304)
Moses was keeping the flock of his fatedaw
Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond Celebrant: Do you believe in God the Father?

the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain|of People: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
God.?There the angel of theorD appeared to himin| heaven and earth.

a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bugh Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of

was blazing, yet it was not consumé@Then Moses God?

sai d, il mu st turn asi dePeaple:dbelieve onkesua Christ, his osly Sgr, auraLord. s i g h t
and see why the bfi\ghenthed He was cobcaived s the povger obthe Holy Spirit and

LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God calledborn of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

to him out of the bush, fivasd eracHied, diedland was buded. AHe desdereled sodhie d
AHer e PT haem. 0h e sai d, fi| C deate Onrhe third dayhe mse 'lagain. He ascended into
Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place pnheaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
which you are st arHd said | iwdl corecabain to mdge therliving and the dead.
further, fi am the God]| &élebranb Doryou betievehireGod the HblyeSpiro d o f
Abr aham, the God of | s a aReopple:a believe tn the Hol@ Spitit, tleetholy tatholic b . 0

And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

God. 'Then theLorD s ai d, il h a v e therbsarecdtion®fdhe lodtlyeand the life everlasting.

misery of my people who are in Egypt; | have heafd Celebrant: Wi | | you continue in the
their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed| | and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the

know their sufferings®and | have come down to| prayers ?

deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them yp People:1 wi I I , wi th Godds hel p.
out of that land to a good and broad land, a land Celebrant: Will you persevere in resisting evil, and,

flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the

Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, Lord?

the Hivites, and the JebusiteThe cry of the People:l will, with Godés hel p.
Israelites has now come to me; | have also seen howCelebrant: Will you proclaim by word and example the

the Egyptians oppress theff?.So come, | will send | Good News of God in Christ?

you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, qutPeople:1 wi I I , with Godés hel p.
of Eg)Butt. Moses said t o |GOGekebranfiWhyou saekand setvdChtist in all

should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out|of persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?

EgyptH»eo said, Al will be Pedplech wol|, awdt hhGedé&sahel p.
be the sign for you that it is | who sent you: when yqu Celebrant: Will you strive for justice and peace among

have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall all people, and respect the dignity of every human

wor ship God on this mouhnptbanghn. 0

People:l wi Il , with Godés hel p.

Reason

What Baptism do you remember the most? Why? What moment standout the m
for you in the liturgy?

2) What do you think wildl be the fAHoly in the w
3) Whatis the call to ministry in the Baptismal Covenant? How are Baptism and THE EPISCOPAL
Ministry related? DIOCESE OF DELAWARE

Session 1: Definitions, Responsibilities & Confidentiality
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Scripture Tradition

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 6:1-7 THE MINISTRY (from BCP, page 855)
Now during those days, when the disciplgs Q. Who are the ministers of the Church?
were increasing in number, the Hellenists A. The ministers of the Church are lay persons, bishops,

. . priests, and deacons.
complained against the Hebrews because o'\ iicthe ministry of the laity?

their widows were belng neglected in the A The ministry of lay persons is to represent Christ and

daily distribution of food.?And the twelve his Church; to bear witness to him wherever they may be

called together the whole community of the and, according to the giftS given them, tocarryon _

di sciples and said,| fhtisjitgs J&rhetcor’tch'étatw
their place in the I|fe worsh|p, and governance of the

should neglect the word of God in order o~

wait on tables. ®Therefore, friends, select Q. What is the ministry of a bishop?

from among yourselves seven men of gopd A. The ministry of a bishop is to represent Christ and his
standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom|  Church, particularly as apostle, chief priest, and pastor of
whom we may appoint to this taSth”e a diocese; to guard the faith, unity, and discipline of the

. whole Church; to proclaimthe Word of God; to act in
we, for our part, will devote ourselves tb ~ " 78T me. for the reconci

prayer an d to 5‘ﬂ_lrmtrthe}'/ n gbwl&def‘aoftH\é@HurQn arfdl to ordain others to
said pleased the whole community, andthey conti nue Christés ministry.

chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Q.Whatis the ministry of a priest or presbyter?
Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus A. The ministry of a priest is to represent Christ and his

. . . Church, particularly as pastor to the people; to share with
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus,|a the bishop in the overseeing of the Church; to proclaim

.6
proselyte of Antioch.’They had these men  the Gospel: to administer the sacraments; and to bless and
stand before the apostles, who prayed and declare pardon in the name of God.

laid their hands on them’ The word of God Q. What is the ministry of a deacon?
continued to spread; the number of the A. The ministry of a deacon is to represent Christ and his

. . . Church, particularly as a servant of those in need; and to
disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem, gnd assist bishops and priests in the proclamation of the

a great many of the priests became obedignt Gospel and the administration of the sacraments.

to the faith. Q. What is the duty of all Christians?

A. The duty of all Christians is to follow Christ; to come
together week by week for corporate worship; and to
work, pray, and give for the spread of the kingdom of
God.

Reason

1) What is Ministry?

2) What Ministries are YOU involved in?

3) Describe a time you felt God call you to do a ministry?

THE EPISCOPAL
DIOCESE OF DELAWARE

Session 2: Introduction of the Aspirant



Contemplation for
Diaconate Discernment Committee

Scripture

| TIMOTHY 3:8-13

®Deacons likewise must be serious, n
doubletongued, not indulging in much wine
not greedy for money’they must hold fast

Tradition

THE EXAMINATION BCP, page 543

DBishop: My brother, every Christian is called to follow Jesus Christ,
serving God the Father, through the power of the Holy Spirit. God
now calls you to a special ministry of servanthood directly under your
bishop. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are to serve all people,

to the mystery of the faith with a clear particularly the poor, the weak, the sick, and the lonely. As a deacon

conscience®And let them first be tested
then, if they prove themselves blameless,
them serve as deacongWomen likewise
must be serious, not slanderers,
temperate, faithful in all things.? Let
deacons be married only once, and let thg
manage their children and their househol
well; 2for those who serve well as deacor
gain a good standing for themselves a
great boldness in the faith that is in Chri
Jesus.

b

Seven gifts of the Holy Spirit.They are:

(1) wisdom; (2) understanding; (3) counsel;
(4) fortitude; (5) knowledge; (6) piety;

(7) fear of the Lord. (The list is taken from
Isaiah. 11:2)

in the Church, you are to study the Holy Scriptures, to seek
nourishment from them, and to model your life upon them. You are
e&) make Christ and his redemptive love known, by your word and
example, to those among whom you live, and work, and worship. You
ugre to interpret to the Church the needs, concerns, and hopes of the
world. You are to assist the bishop and priests in public worship and
in the ministration of Godds Word
BMarry out other duties assigned to you from time to time. At all times,
d%our l'ife and teaching are to sho
elpless they are serving Christ himself. Mybrother, do you believe
Sthat you are truly called by God and his Church to the life and work
nabf a deacon?
stAnswerl believe | am so called.
BishopDo you now in the presence of the Church commit yourself to
this trust and responsibility?
Answerl do.
Bishop Will you be guided by the pastoral direction and leadership of
your bishop?
Answerl will.
Bishop Will you be faithful in prayer, and in the reading and study of
the Holy Scriptures?
Answerl will.
Bishop Will you look for Christ in all others, being ready to help and
serve those in need?
Answerl will.
Bishop Will you do your best to pattern your life [and that of your
family, or household,or community] in accordance with the teachings
of Christ, so that you may be a wholesome example to all people?
Answerl will.
BishopWill you in all things seek not your glory but the glory of the
Lord Christ?
Answerl will.
BishopMay the Lord by his grace uphold you in the service he lays
upon you.

Reason

1) What are the three most important qualities for ¢

lergy to have?

2) What is your #dApattern of |ifeodo? Ar e di ffe
3) Is there anything unique about the life of a Deacon and his/her ministry?
THE EPISCOPAL
DIOCESE OF DELAWARE
Session 3: Aspirantdés Understanding of Ordained Minis
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| SAMUEL 3:1-18
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to th@rD under Eli.

The word of the_LORD was rare in those days; visions werg

not widespread. 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had

begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying doyvn
d

in his room;3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, an
Samuel was lying down in the temple of therp, where

the ark of God was?Then theLorb c al | ed,

Samuel ! d and he °andiantp Elifidic
sai d, fiHer e | am, for you
call; lie down agai n°TheLoBm
called again, AfSamuel ! 6 S4g
sai d, fiHer e | am, for you
call, my son; "Now Samutlodid mot yeg

know theLoRrpD, and the word of theoRD had not yet been
revealed to him®The LorD called Samuel again, a third

time. And he got up and w
for you called me. 0 Lhkoevas
calling the boy.°Ther ef ore EI i sai g
down; and i f he <cal | §ory foru ,
your servant is |istening.
his place. *°>Now theLorRD came and stood there, calling a:
before, fiSamuel ! Samuel ! o
your ser va n'tThenshelbrD said eorBamug,.| o
iSee, | am about to do so

both ears of anyone who hears of it tindf©n that day |
will fulfill against Eli all that | have spoken concerning hig
house, from beginning to ent{For | have told him that |
am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that
knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he
not restrain them!*Therefore | swear to the house of El
that the iniquity of EI i 6
sacrifice or d°Bdmed lay therefunti
morning; then he opened the doors of the house of
Lorp. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to EfiBut Eli
call ed Samuel and said, f
am&li said, fAWhat was it
it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if yo

[ds)

=

Tradition

PREFACE TO THE ORDINATION RITES (BCP, 510)
The Holy Scriptures and ancient Christian writers make it clear
t hat from the apostl eso ti
ministries within the Church. In particular, since the time of
the New Testament, three distinct orders of ordained ministers
have been characteristic of CF&
i shena isdhe order of bishops who carry on the apostolic work of
r deading, asupedvising, and uniting the Church. Secondly,
¢ asbdciatedd witle them dbeuthe presbyiess,i od ordainéd edderd, inn «
hubseuant time$) genelaflyykndivh ¥Wehpriests. Together with the
Myighbps, &y také Partdii te %\?efhéncé dt thé CHurch, fhré
¢ @trying Dut B its SnisBidntry Brfd padtoraf work! hnd il e N
a brgac ing of the Word of God and administering his holy
Sacraments. Thirdly, there are deacons who assist bishops and
 npriests i alt of ithis wark. dt issalsp @ spegialyespansipility O,
Fidie apeo Rei feod Mihmkstrs in Christ
suftering, amdihe helplessGo, | i e
The perserts avhd areschgsen ahdreep@nkzed by the Church as
0 beng SdlledSHy BBEth the eraddined midistry are adhfitted toi n
these sacred orders by solemn eraé/er and the laying on of

AeBifcopalhaH4E 1t had Beef, -and s> & iAténtion afd purpose

mefot ”Fi]% QPngrrCh-tOnmai”tsaiP and |C°”‘?“H‘?at¥‘?sem}ﬁ"je| ordgs; and
or this purpose these services of ordination and consecration

are appointed. No persons are allowed to exercise the offices of

bishop, priest, or deacon in this Church unless they are so

he ordained, or have already received such ordination with the

didaying on of hands by bishops who are themselves duly
qualified to confer Holy Orders. )

S It i8 QIdbSTetoghiZed@ Anld affitridd th&t &he thred¥dicPnhifistry id ¥
ﬁe\‘l%rt' °%  he exclusive property of
Church, but is a gift from God for the nurture of his people and
a the areclamation of pis Gespel, gverywherg. Acgordipgly, th
t agner af grdaining i this Churchiseto begsch g hag been,
u and is, most generally recognized by Christian people as

me

b

hide anything from ni8oSaruelg | suitable fartthecenfetring ofitheysaared ®rders of bishop, priest,
told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he saif, and deacon.
ilt Lloep; thet him do what seems good to him.o
1) How does the call to ministry relate to the unique individual?
2) How do you #dlistendo for Godédés call?
3) s it ever possible to misunderstand I ? Wh
you dondt want? THE EPISCOPAL
DIOCESE OF DELAWARE
Session 4: Aspirantdés Wi llingness and Ability to Grow
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Scripture

| CORINTHIANS 12:1-11

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and

sisters, | do not want you to be uninforméd
You know that when you were pagans, yd

were enticed and led astray to idols that

could not speak®Therefore | want you to
understand that no one speaking by the Sp
of God ever says fAL
no one can say fAJes
Holy Spirit. “Now there are varieties of
gifts, but the same Spiritand there are
varieties of services, but the same Ldraind
there are varieties of activities, but it is th
same God who activates all of them i
everyone. ' To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the commo
good.®To one is given through the Spirit th
utterance of wisdom, and to another tH
utterance of knowledge according to th
same Spirit,’to another faith by the samg

Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the onge

Spirit, *°to another the working of miracles
to another prophecy, to another th
discernment of spirits, to another varioy
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretati
of tonguesAll these are activated by ong
and the same Spirit, who allots to each o
individually just as the Spirit chooses.

irit
et
us

Tradition

FOR THE MINISTRY (EMBER DAYS)

BCP, page 256

I. For those to be ordained

Almighty God, the giver of all good gifts, in your
divine providence you have appointed various orders
in your Church: Give your grace, we humbly pray, to
all who are [now] called to any office and ministry
for your people; and so fill them with the truth of
your doctrine and clothe them with holiness of life,
thatJth€y Smbly Saithflllyeserve€ heféreSyeu,did ti
glorly of your griga Ngmg andefoxthe eensfit of ydury
holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for evéxmen

Il. For the choice of fit persons for the ministry

O God, you led your holy apostles to ordain
ministers in every place: Grant that your Church,
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, may choose
suitable persons for the ministry of Word and
Sacrament, and may uphold them in their work for
the extension of your kingdom; through him who is
the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and evAmen

[ll. For all Christians in their vocation

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the

whole body of your faithful people is governed and

sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers,
which we offer before you for all members of your

holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they

may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and for everAmen

Reason

1) What gifts for ministry do you have?

2) What does fAvocationo

3) Can you filoosed and

me an t o

Afindo

you?

new gi fts

THE EPISCOPAL
DIOCESE OF DELAWARE

Session 5 Aspirantos

Gi fts,

Talents and

Resources

and

he
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Scripture

JOHN 13:1-20
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that

hour had come to depart from this world and go to the

Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, H
loved them to the endThe devil had already put it into the

heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And

during supperf Jesus, knowing that the Father had given §
things into his hands, and that he had come from God 4
was going to God'got up from the table, took off his outef
robe, and tied a towel around himselfThen he poured
water into a basin and bed
to wipe them with the towel that was tied around Hirie
came to Simon Peter, wh o

to wash MgstieemPswered, #f
what | am doing, butsPéteaSaidr
to him, AYou wi never wWa
AUnl ess | wash you, y %imonh
Peter said to him, AiLor d,

and my “easdsosaid to him,
does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entir|
clean. And you are cl"ahe

knew who was to betray hi

al |l of vy o d*Afterrhe had Washadtheio feet, had
put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said
them, fADo you know wHvyauecall
me Teacher and Loé&dand you are right, for that is what |

S|

am. **So if |, your Lord and Teacher, have washed yolir

feet, you al so ough t*®Farlohaver 3
set you an example, that you also should do as | have d
to you.'®Very truly, | tell you, servants are not greater tha
their master, nor are messengers greater than the one
sent them™ If you know these things, you are blessed if yo
do them.®®| am not speaking of all of you; | know whom |
have chosen. But it is to

ate my bread has | Pftdlgodthid i
now, before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you m
believe that | am he®Very truly, | tell you, whoever

receives one whom | send receives me; and whoe
receives me receives him W

Tradition

THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION FOR A DEACON
his BCP page544
€ O God, most merciful Father, we praise you for
sending your Son Jesus Christ, who took on himself
the form of a servant, and humbled himself,
becoming obedient even to death on the cross. We
praise you that you have highly exalted him, and
made him Lord of all; and that, through him, we
a nknowothatvwhobvertwousld bkigeeatimudt besservdne e t

of all. We praise you for the many ministries in your
ai éhchH’ afd & camﬁgotﬁlsd youras’er‘?/anv flUhed 0i ng

diePof (‘,Pe% Pnsk now

derstand

nll
ind

an.

0

2 v JﬁergeI y%e @lﬁﬁgp I@ys \pzfmpsh upgpetheoﬂead of'rtr‘ls‘ecI
n o ordingpd, and Prayson1y but al so my

fiOne who has bathed
ely Therefore, Father, through Jesus Christ your Son,

t hgivel ypbr Holy $piriatbN.; filloHim with grace and
m:  pbwef, arid bkkim & Beacod i ydueChsréni d
to The Bishop then contlnues

0

a}\Aal?e h|E1 quord mode$t aHd humble, strong and
constant, to observe the discipline of Christ. hist
s hlifepand tegahipg $perefiee ygug gammandments,
bne that throughhim many may come to know you and
n love you. As your Son came not to be served but to
who s er v e, may this deacon share
U come to the unending glory of him who, with you

and the Hon Sﬁmt lives and relgns one God for
f“%/]érhrideve ripture,
S & Igeople ng e?loud %/0|ce regpoﬁmen

hands

AiNot

one W

ay

er

ho sent me .

Reason

1) What was Jesus trying to teach us about servanthood in this passage?

2) What is the relationship between servant and de

3)

Is being a servant only for the diaconate? Do you see yourself as a servant?

acon?

THE EPISCOPAL
DIOCESE OF DELAWARE

Session 6: Reflection on the Leadership Role
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Galatians 5:1626
®Live by the Spirit, | say, and do no
gratify the desires of the flesh/For what

Tradition

HYMN #757 in Wonder, Love & Praise
t 1 Will you come and follow me if | but call your name?
Will you go where you

the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, aniill you let my life be grown in you and you in me?

what the Spirit desires is opposed to tk
flesh; for these are opposed to each other,
prevent you from doing what you warif

But if you are led by the Spirit, you are ng
subject to the law'*Now the works of the
flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity
licentiousness?°idolatry, sorcery, enmities,
strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensiol

factions,?*envy, drunkenness, carousing, and*

things like these. | am warning you, as
warned you before: those who do such thin
will not inherit the kingdom of God.?’By
contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy
peace, patience, kindness, generosi
faithfulness, >*gentleness, and setbntrol.
There is no law against such thing$And
those who belong to Christ Jesus ha
crucified the flesh with its passions an
desires®If we live by the Spirit, let us also
be guided by the Spirit®Let us not become
conceited, competing against one anoth
envying one another.

'S will you leave your self behind if | but call your name?
tWill you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?

tWiII you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?
3 Will you let the blinded see if | but call your name?
Will you set the prisoner free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen?
And admit to what | mean in you and you in me?

s,

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
IV n your company 18l go
thus 1611 move and |ive

Hymn #779,in Wonder, Love & Praise

a partner in Christods

to care for all without reserve.
1) What does it mean to Alive by the Spli Does the
2) How do we fAtestodo the movement of the pirit in
3) How does stewardship, heartoés desire uggle re
THE EPISCOPAL
DIOCESE OF DELAWARE

Session 7: What Has Been Learned from the Process

donodt
Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my Name be known?

kn

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?

Will you |l ove the AYouod you
IWiII you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith youbve

D% rough my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?
5 Christ, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.

wher e
and

gr

V& The church of Christ in every age, beset by change but spirit led,
d must claim and test its heritage and keep on rising from the dead.

2 Across the world, across the street, the victims of injustice cry
for shelter and for bread to eat and never live until they die.

5 We have no mission but to serve in full obedience to our Lord:

ow

h i

q

(

foul

youl

ow

er
3 Then let the servant church arise. A caring church that longs to be
sacrifice,

4 For Christ alone, whose blood was shed, can cure the fever in our blood.
And teach us how to share our bread and feed the starving multitude.






