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DIOCESE OF DELAWARE  

EXODUS 3:1-12 
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law 

Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond 

the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of 

God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in 

a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush 

was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3 Then Moses 

said, ñI must turn aside and look at this great sight, 

and see why the bush is not burned up.ò 4 When the 

LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called 

to him out of the bush, ñMoses, Moses!ò And he said, 

ñHere I am.ò 5 Then he said, ñCome no closer! 

Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on 

which you are standing is holy ground.ò 6 He said 

further, ñI am the God of your father, the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.ò 

And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at 

God.  7 Then the LORD said, ñI have observed the 

misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard 

their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I 

know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to 

deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up 

out of that land to a good and broad land, a land 

flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the 

Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, 

the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 The cry of the 

Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how 

the Egyptians oppress them. 10 So come, I will send 

you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out 

of Egypt.ò 11 But Moses said to God, ñWho am I that I 

should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of 

Egypt?ò 12 He said, ñI will be with you; and this shall 

be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you 

have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall 

worship God on this mountain.ò 

Session 1:  Definitions, Responsibilities & Confidentiality 

THE BAPTISMAL  COVENANT   (BCP, page 304) 

 

Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Father? 

People:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth. 

Celebrant:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God? 

People:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the 

dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into 

heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant:  Will you continue in the apostlesô teaching 

and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 

prayers ? 

People:  I will, with Godôs help. 

Celebrant:  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, 

whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the 

Lord? 

People:  I will, with Godôs help. 

Celebrant:  Will you proclaim by word and example the 

Good News of God in Christ? 

People:  I will, with Godôs help. 

Celebrant:  Will you seek and serve Christ in all 

persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People:  I will, with Godôs help. 

Celebrant:  Will you strive for justice and peace among 

all people, and respect the dignity of every human 

being? 

People:  I will, with Godôs help. 

1) What Baptism do you remember the most?  Why?  What moment standout the most 

for you in the liturgy? 

 

2) What do you think will be the ñHoly Groundò in the work of this group? 

 

3) What is the call to ministry in the Baptismal Covenant?  How are Baptism and 

        Ministry related? 
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Session  2:  Introduction of the Aspirant 

ACTS OF THE  APOSTLES 6:1-7 
Now during those days, when the disciples 

were increasing in number, the Hellenists 

complained against the Hebrews because 

their widows were being neglected in the 

daily distribution of food. 2 And the twelve 

called together the whole community of the 

disciples and said, ñIt is not right that we 

should neglect the word of God in order to 

wait on tables.  3 Therefore, friends, select 

from among yourselves seven men of good 

standing, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, 

whom we may appoint to this task, 4 while 

we, for our part, will devote ourselves to 

prayer and to serving the word.ò 5 What they 

said pleased the whole community, and they 

chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the 

Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, 

Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a 

proselyte of Antioch. 6 They had these men 

stand before the apostles, who prayed and 

laid their hands on them.  7 The word of God 

continued to spread; the number of the 

disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem, and 

a great many of the priests became obedient 

to the faith. 

THE M INISTRY  (from BCP, page 855) 
Q. Who are the ministers of the Church? 

A. The ministers of the Church are lay persons, bishops, 

priests, and deacons. 

Q. What is the ministry of the laity? 

A. The ministry of lay persons is to represent Christ and 

his Church; to bear witness to him wherever they may be 

and, according to the gifts given them, to carry on 

Christôs work of reconciliation in the world; and to take 

their place in the life, worship, and governance of the 

Church. 

Q. What is the ministry of a bishop? 

A. The ministry of a bishop is to represent Christ and his 

Church, particularly as apostle, chief priest, and pastor of 

a diocese; to guard the faith, unity, and discipline of the 

whole Church; to proclaim the Word of God; to act in 

Christôs name for the reconciliation of the world and the 

building up of the Church; and to ordain others to 

continue Christôs ministry. 

Q. What is the ministry of a priest or presbyter? 

A. The ministry of a priest is to represent Christ and his 

Church, particularly as pastor to the people; to share with 

the bishop in the overseeing of the Church; to proclaim 

the Gospel; to administer the sacraments; and to bless and 

declare pardon in the name of God. 

Q. What is the ministry of a deacon? 

A. The ministry of a deacon is to represent Christ and his 

Church, particularly as a servant of those in need; and to 

assist bishops and priests in the proclamation of the 

Gospel and the administration of the sacraments. 

Q. What is the duty of all Christians? 

A. The duty of all Christians is to follow Christ; to come 

together week by week for corporate worship; and to 

work, pray, and give for the spread of the kingdom of 

God. 

1) What is Ministry? 

 

2) What Ministries are YOU involved in? 

 

3) Describe a time you felt God call you to do a ministry? 
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Session 3:  Aspirantôs Understanding of Ordained Ministry 

I T IMOTHY  3:8-13 
8 Deacons likewise must be serious, not 

double-tongued, not indulging in much wine, 

not greedy for money; 9 they must hold fast 

to the mystery of the faith with a clear 

conscience. 10 And let them first be tested; 

then, if they prove themselves blameless, let 

them serve as deacons. 11 Women likewise 

must be serious, not slanderers, but 

temperate, faithful in all things. 12 Let 

deacons be married only once, and let them 

manage their children and their households 

well; 13 for those who serve well as deacons 

gain a good standing for themselves and 

great boldness in the faith that is in Christ 

Jesus. 

 

 

 
 

Seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. They are: 

(1) wisdom; (2) understanding; (3) counsel; 

(4) fortitude; (5) knowledge; (6) piety;  

(7) fear of the Lord. (The list is taken from 

Isaiah. 11:2 ) 

THE EXAMINATION   BCP, page 543 

Bishop:  My brother, every Christian is called to follow Jesus Christ, 

serving God the Father, through the power of the Holy Spirit.  God 

now calls you to a special ministry of servanthood directly under your 

bishop. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are to serve all people, 

particularly the poor, the weak, the sick, and the lonely.  As a deacon 

in the Church, you are to study the Holy Scriptures, to seek 

nourishment from them, and to model your life upon them. You are 

to make Christ and his redemptive love known, by your word and 

example, to those among whom you live, and work, and worship. You 

are to interpret to the Church the needs, concerns, and hopes of the 

world. You are to assist the bishop and priests in public worship and 

in the ministration of Godôs Word and Sacraments, and you are to 

carry out other duties assigned to you from time to time. At all times, 

your life and teaching are to show Christôs people that in serving the 

helpless they are serving Christ himself.  My brother, do you believe 

that you are truly called by God and his Church to the life and work 

of a deacon? 

Answer I believe I am so called. 

Bishop Do you now in the presence of the Church commit yourself to 

this trust and responsibility? 

Answer I do. 

Bishop Will you be guided by the pastoral direction and leadership of 

your bishop? 

Answer I will.  

Bishop Will you be faithful in prayer, and in the reading and study of 

the Holy Scriptures? 

Answer I will.  

Bishop Will you look for Christ in all others, being ready to help and 

serve those in need? 

Answer I will.  

Bishop Will you do your best to pattern your life [and that of your 

family, or household, or community] in accordance with the teachings 

of Christ, so that you may be a wholesome example to all people? 

Answer I will.  

Bishop Will you in all things seek not your glory but the glory of the 

Lord Christ?  

Answer I will.  

Bishop May the Lord by his grace uphold you in the service he lays 

upon you. 

1) What are the three most important qualities for clergy to have? 

 

2) What is your ñpattern of lifeò?  Are there any differences for a clergy person? 

 

3) Is there anything unique about the life of a Deacon and his/her ministry? 
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Session 4:  Aspirantôs Willingness and Ability to Grow 

I SAMUEL  3:1-18 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. 

The word of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were 

not widespread.  2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had 

begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down 

in his room; 3 the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 

Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where 

the ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called, ñSamuel! 

Samuel!ò and he said, ñHere I am!ò 5 and ran to Eli, and 

said, ñHere I am, for you called me.ò But he said, ñI did not 

call; lie down again.ò So he went and lay down. 6 The LORD 

called again, ñSamuel!ò Samuel got up and went to Eli, and 

said, ñHere I am, for you called me.ò But he said, ñI did not 

call, my son; lie down again.ò 7 Now Samuel did not yet 

know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been 

revealed to him. 8 The LORD called Samuel again, a third 

time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ñHere I am, 

for you called me.ò Then Eli perceived that the LORD was 

calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ñGo, lie 

down; and if he calls you, you shall say, óSpeak, LORD, for 

your servant is listening.ô ò So Samuel went and lay down in 

his place.  10 Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as 

before, ñSamuel! Samuel!ò And Samuel said, ñSpeak, for 

your servant is listening.ò 11 Then the LORD said to Samuel, 

ñSee, I am about to do something in Israel that will make 

both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12 On that day I 

will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his 

house, from beginning to end. 13 For I have told him that I 

am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he 

knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did 

not restrain them. 14 Therefore I swear to the house of Eli 

that the iniquity of Eliôs house shall not be expiated by 

sacrifice or offering forever.ò  15 Samuel lay there until 

morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the 

LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli 

called Samuel and said, ñSamuel, my son.ò He said, ñHere I 

am.ò 17 Eli said, ñWhat was it that he told you? Do not hide 

it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you 

hide anything from me of all that he told you.ò 18 So Samuel 

told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, 

ñIt is the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.ò 

PREFACE TO THE  ORDINATION  RITES (BCP, 510) 
The Holy Scriptures and ancient Christian writers make it clear 

that from the apostlesô time, there have been different 

ministries within the Church.  In particular, since the time of 

the New Testament, three distinct orders of ordained ministers 

have been characteristic of Christôs holy catholic Church. First, 

there is the order of bishops who carry on the apostolic work of 

leading, supervising, and uniting the Church. Secondly, 

associated with them are the presbyters, or ordained elders, in 

subsequent times generally known as priests. Together with the 

bishops, they take part in the governance of the Church, in the 

carrying out of its missionary and pastoral work, and in the 

preaching of the Word of God and administering his holy 

Sacraments. Thirdly, there are deacons who assist bishops and 

priests in all of this work. It is also a special responsibility of 

deacons to minister in Christôs name to the poor, the sick, the 

suffering, and the helpless. 

The persons who are chosen and recognized by the Church as 

being called by God to the ordained ministry are admitted to 

these sacred orders by solemn prayer and the laying on of 

episcopal hands. It has been, and is, the intention and purpose 

of this Church to maintain and continue these three orders; and 

for this purpose these services of ordination and consecration 

are appointed. No persons are allowed to exercise the offices of 

bishop, priest, or deacon in this Church unless they are so 

ordained, or have already received such ordination with the 

laying on of hands by bishops who are themselves duly 

qualified to confer Holy Orders. 

It is also recognized and affirmed that the threefold ministry is 

not the exclusive property of this portion of Christôs catholic 

Church, but is a gift from God for the nurture of his people and 

the proclamation of his Gospel everywhere. Accordingly, the 

manner of ordaining in this Church is to be such as has been, 

and is, most generally recognized by Christian people as 

suitable for the conferring of the sacred orders of bishop, priest, 

and deacon. 

1) How does the call to ministry relate to the unique individual? 

 

2) How do you ñlistenò for Godôs call? 

 

3) Is it ever possible to misunderstand Godôs call?  What if God calls you to something 

you donôt want? 
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Session 5:  Aspirantôs Gifts, Talents and Resources 

I CORINTHIANS  12:1-11 
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and 

sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 

You know that when you were pagans, you 

were enticed and led astray to idols that 

could not speak. 3 Therefore I want you to 

understand that no one speaking by the Spirit 

of God ever says ñLet Jesus be cursed!ò and 

no one can say ñJesus is Lordò except by the 

Holy Spirit.  4 Now there are varieties of 

gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are 

varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6 and 

there are varieties of activities, but it is the 

same God who activates all of them in 

everyone. 7 To each is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit for the common 

good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the 

utterance of wisdom, and to another the 

utterance of knowledge according to the 

same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same 

Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one 

Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, 

to another prophecy, to another the 

discernment of spirits, to another various 

kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation 

of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one 

and the same Spirit, who allots to each one 

individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

FOR THE M INISTRY  (EMBER  DAYS)   

BCP,  page 256 
 I. For those to be ordained 

Almighty God, the giver of all good gifts, in your 

divine providence you have appointed various orders 

in your Church: Give your grace, we humbly pray, to 

all who are [now] called to any office and ministry 

for your people; and so fill them with the truth of 

your doctrine and clothe them with holiness of life, 

that they may faithfully serve before you, to the 

glory of your great Name and for the benefit of your 

holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 II. For the choice of fit persons for the ministry 

O God, you led your holy apostles to ordain 

ministers in every place: Grant that your Church, 

under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, may choose 

suitable persons for the ministry of Word and 

Sacrament, and may uphold them in their work for 

the extension of your kingdom; through him who is 

the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 III. For all Christians in their vocation 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the 

whole body of your faithful people is governed and 

sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers, 

which we offer before you for all members of your 

holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they 

may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever.Amen.  

1) What gifts for ministry do you have? 

 

2) What does ñvocationò mean to you? 

 

3) Can you ñlooseò and ñfindò new gifts over time?  Do Vocations change? 
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Session 6:  Reflection on the Leadership Role 

JOHN 13:1-20 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his 

hour had come to depart from this world and go to the 

Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he 

loved them to the end. 2 The devil had already put it into the 

heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And 

during supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 

things into his hands, and that he had come from God and 

was going to God, 4 got up from the table, took off his outer 

robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5 Then he poured 

water into a basin and began to wash the disciplesô feet and 

to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6 He 

came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ñLord, are you going 

to wash my feet?ò 7 Jesus answered, ñYou do not know now 

what I am doing, but later you will understand.ò 8 Peter said 

to him, ñYou will never wash my feet.ò Jesus answered, 

ñUnless I wash you, you have no share with me.ò 9 Simon 

Peter said to him, ñLord, not my feet only but also my hands 

and my head!ò 10 Jesus said to him, ñOne who has bathed 

does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely 

clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.ò 11 For he 

knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, ñNot 

all of you are clean.ò  12 After he had washed their feet, had 

put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 

them, ñDo you know what I have done to you? 13 You call 

me Teacher and Lordðand you are right, for that is what I 

am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 

feet, you also ought to wash one anotherôs feet. 15 For I have 

set you an example, that you also should do as I have done 

to you. 16 Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than 

their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who 

sent them. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you 

do them. 18 I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I 

have chosen. But it is to fulfill the scripture, óThe one who 

ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.ô 19 I tell you this 

now, before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may 

believe that I am he. 20 Very truly, I tell you, whoever 

receives one whom I send receives me; and whoever 

receives me receives him who sent me.ò 

THE PRAYER  OF CONSECRATION  FOR A DEACON  

BCP page544 

 

O God, most merciful Father, we praise you for 

sending your Son Jesus Christ, who took on himself 

the form of a servant, and humbled himself, 

becoming obedient even to death on the cross. We 

praise you that you have highly exalted him, and 

made him Lord of all; and that, through him, we 

know that whoever would be great must be servant 

of all. We praise you for the many ministries in your 

Church, and for calling this your servant to the 

order of deacons. 

 

Here the Bishop lays hands upon the head of the 

ordinand, and prays 

 

Therefore, Father, through Jesus Christ your Son, 

give your Holy Spirit to N.; fill him with grace and 

power, and make him a deacon in your Church. 

 

The Bishop then continues 

Make him, O Lord, modest and humble, strong and 

constant, to observe the discipline of Christ. Let his 

life and teaching so reflect your commandments, 

that through him many may come to know you and 

love you. As your Son came not to be served but to 

serve, may this deacon share in Christôs service, and 

come to the unending glory of him who, with you 

and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for 

ever and ever. 

The People in a loud voice respond Amen. 

1) What was Jesus trying to teach us about servanthood in this passage? 

 

2) What is the relationship between servant and deacon? 

 

3) Is being a servant only for the diaconate?  Do you see yourself as a servant? 
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Session 7:  What Has Been Learned from the Process 

Galatians 5:16-26 
16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not 

gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For what 

the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and 

what the Spirit desires is opposed to the 

flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to 

prevent you from doing what you want. 18 

But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 

subject to the law. 19 Now the works of the 

flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, 

licentiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, 

strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, 

factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and 

things like these. I am warning you, as I 

warned you before: those who do such things 

will not inherit the kingdom of God.  22 By 

contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. 

There is no law against such things. 24 And 

those who belong to Christ Jesus have 

crucified the flesh with its passions and 

desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also 

be guided by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become 

conceited, competing against one another, 

envying one another. 

HYMN #757 in Wonder, Love & Praise 

1  Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you donôt know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown?  Will you let my Name be known? 

Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 

2  Will you leave your self behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 

 

3  Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoner free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen? 

And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 

4  Will you love the ñYouò you hide if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith youôve found to reshape the world around 

through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 

 

5  Christ, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company Iôll go where your love and footsteps show, 

thus Iôll move and live and grow in you and you in me? 

 

Hymn #779, in Wonder, Love & Praise 

1  The church of Christ in every age, beset by change but spirit led,  

   must claim and test its heritage and keep on rising from the dead.  

 

2  Across the world, across the street, the victims of injustice cry  

   for shelter and for bread to eat and never live until they die.  

 

3  Then let the servant church arise. A caring church that longs to be  

   a partner in Christôs sacrifice, and clothed in Christôs humanity.  

 

4  For Christ alone, whose blood was shed, can cure the fever in our blood.  

   And teach us how to share our bread and feed the starving multitude.  

 

5  We have no mission but to serve in full obedience to our Lord:  

   to care for all without reserve. And spread Christôs liberating word.  

1) What does it mean to ñlive by the Spiritò?  Does the Church do this?  Should it? 

 

2) How do we ñtestò the movement of the Holy Spirit in vocation and call? 

 

3) How does stewardship, heartôs desire and struggle relate to a sense of call? 




